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Materials  for  this  activity:

¡ Solar Cell, 1 volt, 500 ma 
¡ Small DC Motor, 0.5-6 volt
¡ Propeller, plastic
¡ Alligator Clip Leads, 2/pk
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solar  power:  energy  everywhere
Question for kids: How can sunlight be converted 
into energy?
We can harness the power of the sun to power many things, big 
and small. You can have fun with solar power in your own back yard 
with this simple solar-powered motor experiment. What else can you 
imagine solar power doing?

follow  this  easy,  step-by-step  activity
In this activity, kids will see how energy can be converted from sunlight using a basic solar-powered motor.

Attach the propeller to the axle on the motor.

Take all the supplies (motor with propeller, sun 
cell, and alligator clips) outside where there is full 
sunlight. 

Clip one end of the alligator clip onto the negative 
end of the solar cell and connect the other end of 
the alligator clip to one of the wires on the motor.

Clip the other alligator clip to the positive end of 
the solar cell and the remaining wire on the motor.

Make sure the solar cell is in full sunlight and 
watch what happens. You may have to wait a few 
seconds.

Cover half of the solar cell with your hand or a 
black piece of paper and observe what happens.
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Powered  by  the  sun
Do you know that we can power many objects just from the energy from the sun? Solar 
energy is a fascinating alternative energy and you can experiment with it in many ways.
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Call 1-800-860-6272 or email 
service@homesciencetools.com.

Alligator Clip Leads 2/pk
Quickly connect
electrical items

BUY  EVERYTHING  YOu  NEED  FOR  THIS 
ACTIVITY  IN  ONE  PLACE

Need  help  with  this  activity? 
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Small DC Motor,
0.5-6 volt

Ideal for direct current 
experiments
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¡ �Take your circuit indoors and see if other light 
sources can power the motor/propeller.

¡ �Use aluminum foil to create a reflective tube to 
reflect even more sunlight onto the solar cell and 
see what happens.  
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a  few  tips  to  help  you  out

¡ �It may take a few seconds for the solar cell to start 
generating energy.

¡ �Make sure that the alligator clips are attached to 
bare wire on the motor and solar cell.

¡ Full sunlight is needed for the solar cell to work.

Go  beyond  the  activity!

Time to get serious!
See all of these products and more on one handy shopping page.

Want  MORE?

Solar Power Study Kit
7 fun experiments

See all related products

Solar Cell
Ready to use
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